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Greetings from Laurie’s Scholars,

We have some exciting news to share with you! Our partner Giving it Back to Kids 
(GIBTK) in Vietnam is remarkably successful in finding new scholars. We hired Linh 
Hoang as our GIBTK Program Manager. Linh is Vietnamese and lives in Vietnam. She 
spends full time communicating with our funded scholars and finding new applicants. 
She is excellent at affirming and motivating students in a society where having a 
disability is a severe career roadblock. Our activity in Vietnam has grown. We now have 
14 scholars studying, 25 graduates and 20 with full-time jobs. The graduates are 
earning an average of $315 per month, enough to support their families in the 
communities where they live. To give you a feel for the efficiency of our operation, after 
only 5 months these 20 graduates would have earned what their scholarships cost.

To all our supporters, you shared your time, your talent or your treasure, and some 
of you, you shared all three.  We feel we have proven that modest investment made to 
highly motivated people living with mobility challenges really works!  As we enter our next 
phase: to grow our mission. We know you will be there with us. 

-Don Schoendorfer
Co-founder & Board Member

Newsletter

We have two recent reports on the journeys of our amazing LS graduates. 
This one is from Mr. Kien who lives in Vietnam: 

“First, I would like to express my gratitude to everyone 
for gifting me a laptop and a subscription to learn Photoshop 
- Video Editing.  These were two amazing gifts, of course, 
but also a major source of motivation that helped me 
overcome myself.  I now have a new profession with a stable 
income.  This allows me to take care of myself and my two 
children.  Before my LS scholarship, I spent my days going 
around my village, in my wheelchair, rain or shine, selling 
goods to make money to cover daily expenses.  Now, I am 
quite proficient in Photoshop and have found a job at a 
company designing and editing medicine packaging.  My 
income of $400/month, I work at home and I am with my 
children.  My life now is beyond any dream I ever had.” 

Sincerely, Kien Kein at his laptop



Tran Thi Phuong was born with atrophy in her left leg, a condition that made daily life 
challenging “but it never dampened my spirit,” she said. Despite her physical limitations, 
Phuong harbored a dream of becoming a skilled tailor. Her journey took a significant turn in 
June 2023 when we granted her a scholarship.  Her request included not only the course fees 
but also essential food assistance to help her focus on learning sewing skills. Phuong’s 
determination and the dedicated teaching she received paid off. Through tireless effort, she 
mastered the art of measurement, cutting, sewing, and repairing clothes. The process was 
arduous, but Phuong’s heart was set on achieving her dreams. 

Charity Navigator's top awarded us their highest 4-star rating. Their rating includes 
Leadership and Accountability, Culture and Community, Impact and Measurement, Website 
Disclosures, and Financial Metrics. GuideStar (now Candid.org) awarded us their very top 
Platinum Seal for Transparency. 

Laurie's Scholars
P.O. Box 7849

Donate to LS

Our second story is from Tran Thi Phuong, also from Vietnam:

You can learn more about us and donate on our website at:  
www.lsendowment.org 

or send your donation to:

Newport Beach, CA 92658-7849 
(949) 504-3516

By January 2024, Phuong’s hard work bore 
fruit in the most heartwarming way. She opened her 
own sewing shop right in her home. The shop was 
modest, but it symbolized a giant leap toward her 
dreams. With her newfound skills and the use of 
Facebook for advertising, Phuong began to attract a 
steady stream of customers. Phuong’s clients are 
primarily middle-aged women looking for stylish 
dresses and office attire. Her average monthly 
income soared to over $320. Her new income 
allowed her to provide more comfortably for her 
family, easing their daily struggles. The shop 
became a place of hope and pride not just for 
Phuong, but for her entire family. She is ready to 
hire additional tailors to increase her business.

“Every customer who walked through my door 
is a testament to my hard work and dedication. My 
journey had been long and hard, but it led me to a 
place of stability and joy way beyond my dreams.” Linh in front of her own shop
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